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WELCOMING SPEECH BY YBHG. DATUK SERI
DR. ABDUL FATTAH ABDULLAH

President of ANGKASA & ASEAN Co-
operative Organization (ACO)
Event: Official Opening of ACN2025
(Dinner)

Date: 14 December 2025
Venue: Hemisfera Luxury Skyhall, Menara
Kuala Lumpur

(SALUTATIONS)

1. Assalamualaikum Warahmatullahi
Wabarakatuh, a very good evening,
and a very warm Selamat Datang to
Kuala Lumpur my fellow cooperative
comrades!



2. First, let me extend my deepest
gratitude to our delegates from ASEAN
member states, Excellencies, Leaders
of the Malaysian  Cooperative
Movement, Honourable panelists and
moderators, Members of the mediaq,
Ladies and gentlemen.

3. Itis an honour to stand before you
tonight, not just as your host, but as a
fellow cooperator, united in a shared
vision. Welcome to the ASEAN
Cooperatives Networking 2025
(ACN2025).

4.  This morning, many of us gathered
at Dataran DBKL to parficipate in the
IYC 2025 CoopWalk. We walked
together, planted trees together, and
celebrated the 7th Cooperative
Principle: Concern for Community.

5. It was the perfect symbolic closing
for the International Year of
Cooperatives, and tonight, we gather



here in this iconic Menara Kuala
Lumpur, to begin the real work.

6. If the ASEAN Cooperative Dialogue
(ACD2025) in May was about dialogue,
about forging a consensus and
articulating our vision, then ACN2025 is
about action.

/. For decades, the 66.6 million
cooperative members across ASEAN
have been asilent economic giant. We
have been the engine of "humanity-
economic growth,”  empowering
communities, ensuring financial
inclusion, and providing stability where
markets have failed.

8. Yet, in the high-level economic

blueprints of our region, our
confribution has been largely
overlooked.

9. In May, we declared that this
obscurity is no longer acceptable. We
came together and produced four
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strategic resolutions, a roadmap to
claim our rightful place in ASEAN.

10. First, is to Institutionalise the ASEAN
Co-operative Organization (ACO) and

seek formal accreditation from the
ASEAN Secretariat.

11. Second, is to advocate for
Dedicated National Ministries for
cooperatives in every member state.

12. Third, is to demand recognition of
our movement as an Engine of
Humanity-Economic Growth.

13. And fourth, to build our future
leaders through the ASEAN

Cooperative Management and
Leadership Institute (ACMAL).

14. Ladies and gentlemen, ACN2025 is
the furnace where these resolutions will
be forged into reality. Over the next
two days, we are not here to re-discuss



these ideas. We are here to implement
them.

15. Our four Mini-Dialogues are noft
academic forums; they are working
sessions.  We  will discuss policy
pathways, we will activate our
economic potential, we will finance our
future, and we will commit to a B2B
trade roadmap.

16. This is not just ANGKASA's initiative.
This is not just ACO’s advocacy. This is
the combined effort of the entire ASEAN
cooperative movement.

17. Our goal is singular: By 2030, when
regional leaders discuss the ASEAN
economy, the cooperative movement
must be recognized as a primary pillar,
side-by-side with the public and private
sectors.

18. | must extend my deepest
appreciation to  the  Malaysian
Cooperative Commission (SKM). Your
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partnership and your financial support
through the KWAPb fund demonstrate
a profound understanding that the
regulator and the movement must
work as one.

19. To my friends and comrades from
across ASEAN, thank you for your
commitment, thank you for funding
your own journey here. It shows you are
as dedicated to this cause as we are.

20. Let us network, let us debate, but
most importantly, let us build.

From ASEAN, To ASEAN, By ASEAN.

For the Glory of the ASEAN Co-operative
Movement.,

Thank you.



