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PREAMBLE

Cooperatives are significant socio-economic platforms that enhance
community living standards, representing a unique sector well integrated into
local communities. Evidence shows that the cooperative movement is a
substantial contributor to national GDP. Nonetheless, the cooperative sector is
lightly represented in the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) Blueprint. The
document appears to misrepresent cooperatives by mentioning them only in
the context of the agricultural sector, despite their broader involvement.
Cooperatives therefore, must be recognised under the AEC Blueprint as one of
the main drivers of economic development in the region. As of today, there are
over 300,000 cooperatives with 65.7 million members in the ASEAN region, out
of a total population of 640 million. Thus, the cooperative sector deserves equal
treatment with other economic sectors.

Through the ACD2025 we agreed to formulate four (4) critical resolution to
position cooperative movement within ASEAN communities.

RESOLUTION 1

TO INSTITUTIONALISE THE ASEAN CO-OPERATIVE ORGANIZATION
(ACO) AS THE OFFICIAL SECRETARIAT TO DRIVE THE COOPERATIVE
MOVEMENT IN ASEAN.

ACO shall perform a multitude of roles, primarily focused on the
implementation of ASEAN-global cooperative policies, fostering strategic
networking and regional cooperation, and supporting various cooperative
activities among the ASEAN countries. This includes establishment of ASEAN
Committee for the Promotion and Advancement of Cooperatives
(COPAC@ASEAN). The role consists recognising success; promoting
intra-ASEAN (or cross border) trade; and strengthening global cooperative
entrepreneurial ecosystems.
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RESOLUTION 2

TO ESTABLISH A DEDICATED MINISTRY OR A NATIONAL BODY AT
COUNTRY LEVEL FOR COOPERATIVES.

The role encompasses policy development, formulation of regulation, strategic
alignment with regional priorities under the ASEAN Community Vision 2025,
advocating cooperative movement at the mainstream level, and bridging
between the government and the public.

RESOLUTION 3

TO RECOGNISE COOPERATIVE MOVEMENT AS ENGINE OF
HUMANITY-ECONOMIC GROWTH IN ASEAN COUNTRIES.

This includes the development of an inclusive ASEAN cooperative
socio-economic sustainability framework by ACO. This aligns with the
philosophy of cooperatives that promotes resilience and adaptability of
communities to global challenges. The framework shall identify key deliverable
factors including nurturing values and allowing for impact measure through:

* Education

» Digital transformation and innovation

+ Capital and sustainable financing

* The right cooperative business model

+ Strategic collaboration

* Leveraging on local resources

+  Empowering community

RESOLUTION 4

TO ESTABLISH THE ASEAN COOPERATIVE LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE
The role is to strengthen cooperative leadership, capacity building and
engagement. This shall include cooperative leaders’ development, propagating
youth, women and marginalised groups development and involvement in the
cooperative movement, and mobility of talents across ASEAN member
countries.




