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SPEECH TEXT 

YBHG. DATO’ ABDUL FATTAH ABDULLAH 

President of ANGKASA 

 

Official Dinner of ICA-AP MBO SDGs Seminar 

“SDG-8: Inclusive Development & Decent Work” 

4 September 2019 (Wednesday) 

7.30 p.m. 

Ballroom B, Level 2, Aloft Hotel, KL Sentral, KL 

 

 

Assalamualaikum w.b.t and Good evening,  

 

YBhg. Datuk Nordin Salleh 

Executive Chairman 

Malaysia Cooperative Societies Commission 

 

Mr. Balu Iyer 

Regional Director 

ICA-Asia Pacific 

 

Mr. Haruyoshi Amano 

Chair 

ICA-AP Consumer Committee / General 

Manager International Department of JCCU 
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Distinguished Guest,  

Representatives from Malaysian Co-operative 

Societies Commission, Malaysian Cooperative 

Institute, fellow participants; leaders of 

cooperatives from across Asia Pacific Region; 

ladies and gentlemen. 

 

Introduction 

1. First and foremost, welcome to the Official Dinner 

for the ICA-AP MBO Sustainable Development 

Goals Seminar 2019 on SDG 8 – Inclusive 

Development & Decent Work, hosted by 

ANGKASA this evening. 

 

2. It gives me great pleasure to be here and the 

opportunity to be engaged and meet with the 

co-operative leaders from across Asia and the 

Pacific. Together with us today, there are 70 

participants representing 10 countries attending 

this Seminar. Please accept my warmest 

welcome to all of you and thank you for your 

participation in this Seminar. 

 

3. We are truly thankful that the ICA-AP Malaysia 

Business Office through the ICA-AP Consumer 

Committee led by the Japanese Consumer 
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Cooperative Union (JCCU), has picked up the 

initiative to organize this Seminar. In the strategic 

plan of the ICA-AP Business Office in Malaysia, 

when the business office was moved from 

Singapore to Malaysia in 2013, one of the 

expected outcome is also for the ICA to 

endeavor the use of Malaysia as its regional 

center for its meetings and events. Hence, we 

would like to take this opportunity to thank ICA-

AP, the MBO and also JCCU for materializing the 

strategic plan and continue to choose Malaysia 

as your destination for MBO’s capacity building 

programs annually.  

 

4. The Malaysia Business Office was established to 

promote and facilitate Cooperative to 

Cooperative Trade among members of the ICA 

in this region. MBO as the platform for such efforts 

has continued to encourage interaction among 

members through various activities especially in 

providing best practices sharing programs. 

Again, my deepest gratitude to ICA-AP and 

JCCU for this effort. 

 

INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT – MALAYSIAN SCENARIO 

 Ladies and Gentlemen, 
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5. Malaysia has achieved significant success in 

reducing poverty and inequalities in the past 40 

years. Its adoption of an export-led development 

model resulted in remarkable economic growth. 

However, socio-economic progress has slowed 

down since the 1997 Asian financial crisis. 

Malaysia needs second generation policies that 

prioritize inclusive growth and social cohesion. 

Inclusive growth enables all communities to fully 

benefit from the wealth of the country. 

According to the World Economic Forum’s 

Inclusive Development Index 2018 (IDI), looking 

at emerging Asian economies, Malaysia ranks 

No. 1 as the most inclusive one. This is another 

strong and authoritative evidence that the 

Malaysian economy is not just good on 

macroeconomic figures, but is also felt by most 

Malaysians. The IDI ranking of Malaysia shouldn’t 

be a surprise as Malaysia initiated a new 

paradigm of development as early as 2009 when 

the transformational agenda began to be rolled 

out. 

 

6. Under the National Transformation Policy (NTP), 

people, growth and development have always 

been the priority in charting our country’s 
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development. Unlike the past economic model, 

which was preoccupied with growth, NTP has 

made a real break by not focusing only on 

growth, but also on inclusivity and sustainability. 

Being inclusive means the focus is on the Bottom 

40 (B40) and Middle 40 (M40) household income 

categories. Being inclusive means competent 

professionals will get government contracts. 

Being inclusive means government aids will be 

targeted and benefit the needy. 

 

7. Malaysia has followed a comparatively 

equitable development path, largely eliminating 

absolute poverty and greatly reduced ethnic 

inequality. Income and wealth inequality have 

gradually declined, with the “people economy” 

at the center of Malaysia’s ambition to become 

a high-income country, the focus is shifting to the 

challenges of relative poverty and achieving 

sustainable improvements in individual and 

societal well-being through inclusive growth. This 

shift would be aided by reforms in several policy 

areas where Malaysia may compare favorably 

within its region. This includes reforms to increase 

access to quality education, provide 

comprehensive social protection, raise the labor 
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force participation of women and older persons, 

maintain universal access to quality public 

healthcare, improve pension system 

sustainability and adequacy and move towards 

a tax and transfer system that does more for 

inclusiveness. 

 

SDG 8 – INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT & DECENT WORK 

Distinguished Guests, 

 

8. Given today’s widening inequality, increased job 

insecurity and high unemployment levels, 

particularly among youth, it is very timely for us to 

organize this seminar to look into the theme that 

was chosen to support Sustainable Development 

Goal (SDG) 8 “Inclusive development and 

decent work.” 

 

9. As people-centred enterprises and key 

development actors, cooperatives have an 

important role to play in the creation of decent 

jobs and the social and economic 

empowerment of local communities. The 

second International Cooperative Principle, 

“Democratic member control,” enables 

communities to own and govern cooperatives 
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jointly through democratic control that brings 

about inclusive and sustainable growth, leaving 

no one behind. 

 

10. According to a recent report published by 

CICOPA, cooperatives around the world employ 

or are the main source of income for more than 

279 million people—almost 10% of humanity’s 

total working population. Beyond these 

numbers, different studies have confirmed that, 

by comparison with employment in other 

sectors, cooperative jobs tend to be more 

sustainable over time, show a smaller gap in 

earnings between higher and lower-paid 

positions, and are more evenly distributed 

between rural and urban areas. 

 

11. Cooperatives have stories to tell, hence we need 

to continue to tell our stories to relevant 

stakeholders. Policy makers should also take 

opportunity in to what extent cooperatives are 

utilized as a mobilizing vehicle in organizing the 

productive capacities at the community level 

and what are the enabling conditions necessary 

to foster growth. Similar to that of micro 

enterprises or micro financing entities, 
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cooperatives are key vehicles to truly empower 

local communities to be entrepreneurial and 

socially enterprising. 

 

12. In order to improve the society, we need to 

develop the talent, the people in the society 

above the rest. Members with positive mindset, 

the right attitude, the right knowledge and skills 

will surely drive their cooperative society to a 

higher level. Developed talent will result to better 

management and governance of our co-

operatives. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

13. Participants of the program, I would like to thank 

you again for participating and took the 

opportunity to participate in this Seminar. We 

really hope that you have taken the best 

information possible and be able to benefit from 

this Program. Thank you to all the distinguished 

speakers for sharing your experiences with us. 

 

14. Finally, we do hope that with the information you 

have and the knowledge that you earned, you 

can help to also disseminate such information 
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and knowledge to the larger audience. We 

continue to have high hopes that this experience 

will only make us stronger not just for the sake of 

our economy but for better community needs.  It 

is for sustainable future and for our future 

generation.   

 

15. Thank you again to ICA-AP, MBO and JCCU for 

the opportunity to share on inclusivity and 

decent work to our cooperative members in Asia 

Pacific. Personally this could be a great move 

and such topics could actually be expanded 

maybe in the next program.  

 

16. Thank you again, with that, 

Bismillahirrahmanirrahim I officially open the ICA-

AP MBO Sustainable Development Goals 

Seminar 2019”. Selamat Maju Jaya! 

 

17. Wabillahitaufik wal hidayah wassalamualaikum 

w.b.t 

 

 --- End --- 


